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A Research On Rhetorical In 'Peony Pavilion'

Abstract: Kunqu Opera was originated from Kun Shan in Yuan Dynasty that has exsited for nearly 600
years. And the Peony Pavilion is specially the most important masterpiece among the other three operas of
Tang Xianzu: The legends of Purple Hairpin, a dream under the Southern Bough, the Adventure in HanDan.
And the four consisted of the “Lin Chuan Si Meng” which meant the four great works in Lin Chuan
county(Tang’s birthplace). Peony Pavilion has made Tang the priority among the other excellent opera writers.
Through hundred years, many people have studied Peony Pavilion for a long time; among them, one called
Zhang Yihe thinks that Tang is a linguistic master who could convey the characters’ thoughts and spirits by
numerous rhetorical skills. It is known that the lyrics and tunes are the critical factors in Kunqu Opera. In the
perspective of rhetoric, we can systematically study the linguistic style and discuss the great function and
effect in building the language style of the Peony Pavilion, which is significant in opera’s language and the
rhetoric study.

Key Words: Peony Pavilion; Rhetorical; Linguistics.
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